
Advanced Students 
Notes 

 
 

Fortissimo (Roy Bennett) ‐ this is an excellent book, constructed logically, stacks of valuable                           
practical activities and great linked listening reference lists at the end of each chapter. The                             
approach is musically all‐inclusive and concepts are thoroughly investigated without ever getting                       
boring. Bennett’s  Adventures in Music series for younger students is also handy to have in the                               
classroom.  Both books are great for dipping into. 
Please note: I have no �inancial or other interest in highlighting these books. It’s simply that                               
good classroom music textbooks for  professional music teachers  are hard to come by! 
 
Other sheet music/textbooks suggested in the below programmes can be easily substituted by                         
matching/similar resources within your department. 
 
I have left ‘continuous’ in the programmes insofar as the activities here have relevance to, and                               
reinforce, any aspect of music study. Please note, too, the workbook which emphasizes critical                           
thinking and experimentation, helping to focus not just on the musical ‘destination’ itself (i.e.                           
performance or compositional ‘product’) but the actual journey too! 
 

Theme:  Recycling 
Techniques and styles revisited through the ages 

1 Half‐Term (3 lessons per week) ‐ Age 15/16 
 

This theme treats the drone and modality, looking at how these have been recycled throughout                             
history. Students will already have grasped music history from 1600s up to the modern day so                               
will initially look at these features in early music history, composition and relevant class                           
performance.  Naturally, much listening, discussion and theory work goes into these lessons. 
 

Theme:  Expression 
Elements that contribute toward musical expression in time & place  

1 Half‐Term (3 lessons per week) ‐ Age 15/16 
 
 
This theme examines the elements of music that contribute toward musical expression, in                         
geography and history. I’ve also included a sub‐theme  Winter linking in Vivaldi’s  Winter  (perfect                           
excuse for introducing score‐reading!) with the snowy landscape created by the piece Sisu (I’m                           
afraid I don’t know the composer!). This then provides the springboard for a winter‐themed                           
student composition followed by performance. 
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●
Prim

ary triads/chords 
●

D
rone 

●
M
odal tonality 

  

­ “A
ssign 2”  Triads (p. 2/3) 

­  Fortissim
o  chpts 6 &

 10 (N
O
T 

ground bass) 
­ P. 141  Fortissim

 o – class 
perform

ance of drone 
­ P 196­198 – M

odal w
ork 

­ C
lass listening &

 discussion 

C
adence w

orksheet 
“H

arm
ony for G

C
SE M

usic” 
Fortissim

o 
  

F
o
r
m
a
tiv
e
: 

 ●
Participation in class 
discussion 

●
Peer assessm

ent using 
C
riteria C

 
●
G
eneral classw

ork 
●
H
om

ew
ork 

●
Vocal and instrum

ental 
perform

ance 
●
 

 S
u
m
m
a
tiv
e
: 

 ●Listening test (Stylistic 
aw

areness) 
●C

om
position &

 
perform

ance 
●R

eflections on recorded 
perform

ance 

I
d
e
n
tify

 M
e
d
ie
v
a
l a
n
d
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e
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e
 

m
u
s
ic
: 

●
D
iscussion involving the m

ain general 
features of each period 

●
A
ural/verbal com

parison of the 6 
different w

estern m
usical styles 

(involving basic score reading) 
●

D
rone 

●
Perform

ance as class using period 
pieces 

­  Fortissim
o  – chpt 6 &

 10 
­ C

lass discussion w
ith relevant aural 

exam
ples 

­ Vocal/instrum
ental perform

ance of 
R
enaissance m

adrigal “The C
uckoo” 

&
 M

edieval piece “A
lle, psallite.” 

­ P. 215  Fortissim
o 

­ Listening test 
­ Perform

ance reflections 

Fortissim
o  (+C

D
s)  ­ M

edieval 
piece “A

lle, psallite..” (pge 90) 
“H

arm
ony for G

C
SE M

usic” 
C
D
s/internet 

Sheet m
usic ­ R

enaissance 
m
adrigal “The C

uckoo” 
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e
r
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r
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n
c
e
 p
r
e
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n
: 

●
Perform

ance exam
 

­ perform
ance exam

 of 2 contrasting 
pieces (hom

ew
ork) 

­ reflections on recorded perform
ance 

Student sheet m
usic/instrum

ents 
A
ppropriate recording 

equipm
ent 

C
o
n
tin

u
o
u
s
: 

●
Perform

ance ‘log’ (1)  
●

W
orkbook (2) 

●
C
om

pulsory school orchestra or choir 

­ M
usic in the com

m
unity 

­ Individual critical thinking and 
experim

entation 

School &
 external 

extra­curricular activities 
W
orkbook 

(1) ­ students have to undertake 10 perform
ances (solo/ensem

ble) in the course of the academ
ic year hence the ‘log’ 

(2) ­ w
orkbook refers to thoughts, ideas and reflections as regards practical tasks (perform

ance and com
position) 
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A
u
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a
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d
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a
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n
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●
The six m

ain W
estern 

m
usical styles 

●
Instrum

ents of the 
orchestra 

­ A
ural w

ork: m
elodic dictation, style and 

instrum
ental recognition. 

­ Program
m
e m

usic (chpt 15) 
­ Score reading “W

inter” (V
ivaldi) 

­ C
lass ensem

ble 
­ M

usical com
parison ­ 2 different ‘covers’ 

Fortissim
o 

C
D
s/Internet 

V
ivaldi “Four Seasons” (C

D
 + 

score) 
Strauss “Till Eulenspiegel” (C

D
 + 

score) or equivalent 

F
o
r
m
a
tiv
e
 

 ●C
lass  perform

ance w
ork 

●C
ontribution of ideas to class 

rehearsals 
●C

lass discussion 
●H

om
ew

ork 
●G

eneral class w
ork 

  S
u
m
m
a
tiv
e
 

 ●
Listening test for style, instrum

ents 
&
 intervals 

●
C
om

position 
●
R
eflections on O

w
n C

om
position  
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c
h
a
r
a
c
te
r
 in
c
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d
in
g
: 

●
Tonality, dynam

ics, 
tim

bre, tem
po, rhythm

, 
texture

 

­ C
hpt 15 &

 12 
­ TV

 “Professor A
llegro” Snow

 Scenes 
(video) ­  Sisu 
­ C

om
position “W

inter Scenes” (in 3 parts 
using classroom

 instrum
ents for classroom

 
perform

ance) 
­ Score reading/verbal reflections on 
expressive devices in “V

ivaldi’s “W
inter” 

­ R
eflection w

rite­up on ow
n com

position 

Fortissim
o 

C
D
s/Internet 

V
ivaldi “Four Seasons” (C

D
 + 

score) 
M
usic M

akers “Professor A
llegro” 

(B
B
C
 series) or recording of  Sisu 
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●
Perform

ance ‘log’ (1)  
W
orkbook (2) 

●
C
om

pulsory school 
orchestra or choir 

­ M
usic in the com

m
unity 

­ Individual critical thinking and 
experim

entation 

School &
 external extra­curricular 

activities 
W
orkbook 

(1) ­ students have to undertake 10 perform
ances (solo/ensem

ble) in the course of the academ
ic year hence the ‘log’ 

(2) ­ w
orkbook refers to thoughts, ideas and reflections as regards practical tasks (perform

ance and com
position) 

 


